ROAD TRIP DEVOTIONAL
WEEK 10

On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,”
he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
“What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”
He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with
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all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and,
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”
“You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will
live.”
But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my
neighbor?”
In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to
Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his
clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. A priest
happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man,
he passed by on the other side. So too, a Levite, when he came to the
place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he
traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took
pity on him. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil
and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an
inn and took care of him. The next day he took out two denarii and
gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I
return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’
“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who
fell into the hands of robbers?”
The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”
Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”
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Vacations are nothing without an itinerary. Maybe I should rephrase
that. OUR vacations are nothing without an itinerary. We need a
thoroughly planned out schedule that maps out exactly how we will
experience whatever city, state, country we are traveling. Otherwise,
we could miss out on the full experience and find ourselves flying
back home with regret.

Consider This...

Whether we find ourselves sticking to the perfect itinerary during a
road trip, or opting for a no-itinerary-needed mindset, we’re
developing an agenda either way. The question I see in this text is,
“what do we do when our agenda has to change?”
Jesus tells a story about three people confronted with this very
situation. Each of them are on a road trip of their own. A priest, a
Levite, and a Samaritan each walk this road and encounter a man
lying on the side clinging for life. Suddenly, agendas must change.
For the priest and the Levite, the change meant inconveniently
diverting to the other side of the street. They passed up this person in
need. We’re led to believe that this is to keep from becoming dirty,
spiritually unclean, or perhaps even falling victim to the same fate as
the one they do their best to avoid. It turns out their personal agenda
is too important to them. They cross to the other side and continue
their journey.
Then there’s the Samaritan. He travels the same road. He sees the
same man. He faces the same dilemma. Should he stick to his own
agenda and cross to the other side? Or perhaps the Samaritan’s agenda
is set by One who is greater than himself. He pauses and … you know
the rest.
I confess to you, there are times when I am absolutely convinced that
my agenda is of the utmost importance, no matter what I encounter in
the midst of a journey.
The challenge of Jesus is one that questions our own personal
agendas. Jesus invites us to reject the temptation to cross the street
and, instead, notice how our agendas join God’s whenever there is an
opportunity to extend mercy.
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Lord, you have good plans. If I’m honest, there are times when I prefer
my own. You know that and still, you go out of our way to show me
mercy. Thank you. Help me to trust you more and embrace the
freedom found in living your agenda for my life. Don’t let me miss an
opportunity to be a neighbor today. Amen.

Where do most of your agendas originate? Who sets them? For what
purpose?

In your life, who have you seen go out of their way to show you
mercy?
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What does it look like to live Jesus’ agenda for your life?
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Follow along at www.keystone-umc.org/summerroadtrip

